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Michigan Adult Education 

College and Career Readiness Framework for ESL: 

Reading Foundations
	Benchmark(s)
Student Competencies


	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications


Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 

The Reading Standards: Foundational Skills are directed toward fostering students’ understanding and working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions of the English writing system. These foundational skills are not an end in and of themselves; rather, they are necessary and important components of an effective, comprehensive reading program designed to develop proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend texts across a range of types and disciplines.
(Revised 2017
Level (EFL):
Beginning Literacy/High Beginning ESL
CASAS: 1-200

Level: Reading Foundation Skills
	Reading Foundation Skills
CCR RF2:  Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). – Phonological Awareness


	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications

	a. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
Competencies: 

· Distinguish between same and different sounds (Auditory discrimination)
	· Use pictures to identify rhyming words

· Use recordings to listen to short songs, jingles, poems

· Recite rhyming commercial or TV ads 
· Complete a spoken sentence with a similar sound 
	· Associate a jingle to a  product or company  

	b. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words.

Competencies: 

· Distinguish between same and different vowel sounds (Auditory discrimination)

· Associate a letter with its sound
	· Develop word families using short vowels (e.g., at, bat, pat, sat, mat, etc.) 
· Develop word families using long vowels (e.g., cake, make, bake, take, rake, etc.) 

· Pronounce the name of each letter 
· Utilize teacher activities (e.g., picture bingo, picture memory, letter and picture association game, etc.)
	·  Associate a picture to a company, product, worker or tool with a vowel sound.   

	c. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

Competencies: 

· Understand that words can have more than one syllable 
	· Singing, tapping, clapping to beats and patterns (e.g., simple songs jingles, etc.)  
· Counting syllables in words (e.g., names of classmates, objects in classroom, etc.)   

	· Associate a picture to a company, product, worker or tool with one or more syllables.   

	d. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.

Competencies: 

· Combine sounds to form a word
· Recognize the importance of sound order in word formation
· Identify letters of the alphabet


	· Use flashcards or sentence strips to combine sounds to form words 
· Use picture bingo, letter dice, etc.
· Use alphabet strip to memorize letters

· Distinguish between consonant and vowels (e.g., alphabet strips, vocabulary cards, books etc.)


	· Associate a simple picture to a company, product, worker or tool with a word.   

· Identify consonant and vowels using workplace signs 

	e. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds, including consonant blends.

Competencies: 

· Distinguish consonant sounds and blends 
· Apply the concept of sound order in word formation


	· Utilize picture vocabulary cards to identify consonants or blends

· Utilize alliteration to practice consonant sounds and blends
· Use group activities to identify consonant sounds and blends (e.g., clap every time you hear a certain consonant or blend)

· Use real-life resources to identify consonant sounds and blends (e.g., store ads, fliers, magazines, etc.)

	· Use employment resources to identify consonant sounds and blends 

	f. Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds.

Competencies: 
· Segment words into individual sounds 

· Combine sounds together to form words


	· Use small or large group activities (e.g., table partner word formation) 

· Incorporate Dolch Sight Words into classroom activities  

· Teacher or pair modeling
	· Associate a picture to a company, product, worker or tool.   

	g. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds in spoken single-syllable words.

Competencies: 

· Segment words into individual sounds 

· Combine sounds together to form words

· Understand the concept of sequencing


	· Differentiate initial versus middle and ending sounds.  
· Use word families to identify beginning, middle or ending sounds. 
· Teacher or pair modeling
· Sequence events (e.g., how to tie a shoe, morning routine, how to open a door, etc.)
	· Associate a picture to a company, product, worker or tool.   
· Sequence picture steps of a task (e.g., production) 



	h. Add or substitute individual sounds in simple, one-syllable words to make new words.

Competencies: 

· Create new words by substituting consonants, vowels and consonant blends
· Recognize the difference between consonants, vowels and consonant blends 


	· Demonstrate how to create new words by substituting letters using a variety of tools (e.g., letter cards, flipcharts, magnetic letters, on the board, etc.)

· Differentiate between real and nonsensical words 

· Use word families as a base for creating new words 
· Create new words using consonants, vowels and consonant blends 
· Categorize consonants, vowels and consonant blends

· Use minimal pairs
	· Associate a picture to a company, product, worker or tool, identifying consonants, vowels and consonant blends in the picture.   
·   Create new words using consonants, vowels and consonant blends using a picture  




	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. (phonics and Word Recognition)



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications
	Pre Career/Employability Applications

	a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter sound correspondences by producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

Competencies:

· Pronounce the sound of each consonant
	· Reinforce the alphabet basic consonant letter sound association via classroom or small group practice
· Immersion in letter sounds using visuals 
· Be aware that some languages have characters and do not have letter association 
· Introduce dictation exercises by writing the consonant associated with the sound of that letter
	· Identify consonants of words in a workplace sign, poster, flier, etc. 



	b. Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings for the five major vowels.

Competencies:

· Pronounce the sound of each vowel
	· Reinforce the basic vowel letter sound association via classroom or small group practice

· Immersion in vowel sounds using visuals 

· Be aware of languages that have characters with no letter association or have multiple letter association 

· Dictate vowels associated with the sound of that letter
· Introduce rules for long and short vowels
	· Identify vowels of words in a workplace sign, poster, flier, etc. 



	c. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant diagraphs.

Competencies:

· Identify common diagraphs

· Pronounce the sound of each diagraph
	· Review  common blends and their sounds

· Introduce common diagraphs (e.g., th, ch, sh, wh, ph etc.) 
· Distinguish the placements of diagraphs in words (e.g., dish and ship, etc.)

· Give a list of words, identify or underline the diagraphs
· Dictate common diagraphs by writing the diagraph associated with its sound
	· Identify diagraphs in a word in a workplace sign, poster, flier, etc. 



	d. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Competencies:

· Read one syllable word
	· Use Dolch sight word list for common  one-syllable words

· Create a personal word dictionary to use for reading practice

· Pronounce one-syllable words from a given list
· Review phonetic rules
	· Identify one-syllable words (e.g., up, down, stop, go, right, left, on, off, etc.) in a workplace sign, poster, flier, etc. 



	e. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ.

Competencies:

· Understand homographs
	· Bingo, matching, word search, with homographs
· Look in the Lake

· Read short sentences and identify the two words spelled the same but pronounced differently

· Dictate common homographs 
	· Identify one-syllable homographs (e.g., sign, line, break, etc.) in a workplace sign, poster, flier, manual etc. 



	f. Know final e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds.

Competencies:

· Understand phonetic rules to determine if vowels are long or short
	· Create word lists or charts for double vowels and combination.  
· Introduce rules of vowels (e.g., silent e- at end, two vowels go walking, the first one does the talking, a single vowel at the end of the word or syllable, etc.)  
	· Use rules to identify and pronounce words that follow the long vowel rules in a workplace sign, poster, flier, manual etc. 

· Create a word search using employment words that have long vowel sounds



	g. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word.

Competencies:

· Understand that every syllable contains a vowel
	· Review multiple syllable identification using clapping, drumming, tapping 

· Review and refer to vowel rules

· Use word strips to separate words into syllables, underling the vowel in each syllable


	· Identify and pronounce multiple syllable words in a workplace sign, poster, flier, manual etc. 

· Create a word search using employment words that have multiple syllables 


	h. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables.

Competencies:

· Identify and pronounce syllables in two-syllable words
	· Review syllable identification using clapping, drumming, tapping 

· Review and refer to vowel rules

· Use word strips to separate words into syllables, underling the vowel in each syllable


	· Identify and pronounce two-syllable words in a workplace sign, poster, flier, manual etc. 

· Create a word search using employment words that have two syllables 



	i. Read words with inflectional endings.

Competencies:

· Identify common inflectional endings
· Recognize how inflectional endings change word meaning 
· Understand the rules for adding inflectional endings 
	· Examine root words and apply common inflectional endings(-s, -es, -ing, -ed)
· Introduce verb endings using   –ed, -s, and –ing 

· Expand personal dictionary to include words with inflectional endings 

· Introduce rules for adding inflectional endings 
	· Identify and pronounce words with inflectional endings in a workplace sign, poster, flier, manual etc. 

· Create a word search using employment words that have inflectional endings 



	j. Read common high frequency words by sight.

Competencies:

· Read 300 basic words 


	· Drill and practice using Fry and/or Dolch word lists  
· Expand personal dictionary to include high frequency words

· Use sentence strips to create simple sentences using high frequency words   

	· Identify and circle high frequency words in job applications, paychecks, manuals, timecards, etc.  

	k. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

Competencies:

· Read common everyday irregular words 


	· Drill and practice using common irregular word lists (Fry)   
· Expand personal dictionary to include irregularly spelled words 
· Use sentence strips to create simple sentences using irregularly spelled words 
	· Identify and circle irregularly spelled words in job applications, paychecks, manuals, timecards, etc. 


	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (Fluency)



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications 
	 Pre Career/Employability Applications

	a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding

Competencies:

· Read and recall basic information from a variety of materials 

· Use “Who, What, Where, When, Why, How” to aid in comprehension
	· Introduce “Who, What, Where, When, Why, How”
· Use a graphic organizer to recall details of a text 

· Sequence the events of a story 

· Identify basic elements of a story (character, setting, sequence of events)

· Expand personal dictionary to include new reading words 


	· Read workplace-related short articles or stories 

· Introduce map reading/simple directions/floor plans
· Read simple want ads

· Read simple job duties, job descriptions or worksite rules
· Read simple memos

· Read simple graphs or charts    



	b. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

Competencies:

· Read a text aloud with correct fluency and expression (? with 98%-100% accuracy)
	· Incorporate echo reading, duet reading, choral reading, fluency reading into classroom activities  

· Use patterns and beats to practice inflection and pronunciation  
· Read a simple dialogue or play
· Use fluency reading templates to track student progress (60-70 words/minute) 

· Read and reread a text aloud 
	· Read a simple dialogue between coworkers 
· Read and explain simple graphs or charts

	c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

Competencies:

· Read and use context clues to gain understanding of a text
	· Apply the rule of using context clues when encountering an unknown word (e.g., pictures, graphs, reading the sentence etc.)

· Add unfamiliar words to personal dictionary 

· Use a graphic organizer to classify information (KWL Chart- What I Know, What I Want to Know, What I Learned)

· Introduce Interactive Notebooks 

· Utilize fill in the blank activities to build vocabulary and check comprehension

· Utilize strategies to check for comprehension (e.g., circle unfamiliar words, read ahead,  etc.) 
	· Utilize fill in the blank activities to build vocabulary about a specific job 

· Use workplace charts, graphs, signs to increase comprehension



Level (EFL):
Level (EFL):
Low Intermediate ESL
CASAS: 201-210
Strand: 
Reading Foundations Skills
	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF2:  Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). – Phonological Awareness



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:
	Academic Applications
	Pre Career/Employability Applications


	There is no Anchor 2 at this level


	There is no Anchor 2 at this level


	There is no Anchor 2 at this level




	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. (Phonics and Word Recognition)



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications

	a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Competencies:

· Expand differentiation of long and short vowel sounds

	· Review long/short sounds of vowels in one-syllable words
· Identify long/short vowel sounds in sight words
· Sort word cards into long/short vowel categories

· Spell dictated one-syllable words with

·       different short vowel sounds in the middle
· Pronounce one-syllable words that have an “e” on the end
· Pronounce one-syllable words that have two vowels together in the middle
· Pronounce one-syllable words that have one vowel in the middle
	· Review words from applications, job ads, inventory lists, work schedules
· Match vowel sounds with key words ex. Money, inventory, grocery ads, manuals – create a matching game to vowel sound

	b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.

Competencies:

· Recognize that some vowel sounds are spelled with two vowels and are called vowel teams

· Remember that a vowel team appears in the same syllable
· Pronounce and spell additional vowel combinations

	· Develop word lists with various vowel combinations, e.g. ie, ia, io, ei, ey, ee, ea, ai, ay, au, oi, oy, oa oo, ow, etc.
· Circle vowel teams on worksheets

· Review pronunciation rule for a vowel team, “When two vowels go walking, the first does all the talking.”
	· Create a matching game with key words and vowel correspondence.  
· Look at a variety of materials and circle or highlight vowel combinations 

	c. Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes.

Competencies:

· Understand that root words form the basis of a new word
· Add prefixes and suffixes to a root word to change the meaning
· Analyze different parts of a word to understand meaning.


	· Distinguish between a prefix and a suffix
· Make a list of common prefixes, e.g. re, un, non, dis, etc.
· Make a list of common suffixes, e.g. s, es,
· ment, tion
· Demonstrate use of common prefixes to make a new word
· Determine the meaning of words with pre, re, and mis

· Compare meaning of words with and without a prefix, e.g. read-reread, do-undo, like-dislike
· Demonstrate use of common suffixes to make a new word
· Determine the meaning of words with ful or less

· Compare meaning of words with and without a suffix, e.g. act-action, announce-announcement, pave-paving-pavement, careless-careful-caring
· Make a personal journal of prefixes and suffixes


	· Create word cards and common prefixes and suffixes to make new words
· Review manuals, job applications, work schedules, transportation schedules and identify root words

	d. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.
Competencies:
· Recognize that pronunciation patterns can be spelled differently

	· Review that words can be pronounced the same but spelled differently, e.g. maid-made, fair-fare, see-sea, to-two-too

· Create picture/word cards, e.g. cow-bow, book-boot, son-sun, rows-rose,
· Pronounce words on the picture/word cards.

· Develop and pronounce word cards, e.g.  

· write-right, fair-fare, to-too-two, bury-berry, male-mail, weigh-way, by-bye
· Develop lists of homophones

	· Identify and circle high frequency words in job applications, paychecks, manuals, timecards, etc.  
· Identify and circle irregularly spelled words in job applications, paychecks, manuals, timecards, etc.

	e. Decode words with common Latin suffixes
Competencies:

· Recognize and pronounce common Latin suffixes


	· Review a root word versus a prefix and a suffix

· Introduce common Latin word suffixes, e.g. –able, -ible, -ation, -fy, -ify, -ment, -ty, -ity
· Use worksheets to identify and circle words that have a Latin suffix

· Separate the Latin suffix from the root word

· Pronounce the individual syllables of the segmented word

· Form words using common Latin suffixes, e.g. likeable, flexible, creation, automation, information, purify, humidify, statement, amazement, entertainment, loyalty, certainty, electricity, similarity


	· Create word cards and common prefixes and suffixes to make new words

· Review manuals, job applications, work schedules, transportation schedules and identify root words

	f. Decode multi-syllable words.
Competencies:

· Segment multi-syllable words into individual sounds

· The number of vowel sounds indicates the number of syllables


	· Review that words can have more than one syllable
· Review there is one vowel sound for every syllable, e.g. um-brel-la, pu-pil
· Clap/tap/count the syllables, e.g. uncover, discover, measure, measurement
· Decode by separating words into syllables

· Review common rules for syllabication
-When two consonants come between two vowels, divide between the consonants, e.g. cof-fee, plas-tic, rab-bit, yel-low, Mon-day (Never separate diphthongs, consonant blends, or digraphs)
-When there is one consonant between two vowels, divide after the first vowel, e.g. li-lac, pu-pil, la-bor, spi-der, so-lo  (Exception – If the first vowel is short, the consonant goes with the first syllable, e.g. rob-in, cab-in, hab-it)
-Words that end in le preceded by a consonant are divided before the preceding consonant, e.g. tur-tle, ta-ble, un-cle, pur-ple

-When –ed is added to a word that ends is d or t, the –ed is a separate syllable, e.g. test-ed, wait-ed, need-ed, fold-ed        
	· Review words from applications, job ads, inventory lists, work schedules

· Match vowel sounds/syllables with key words ex. Money, inventory, grocery ads, manuals

· Create a matching game to vowel sound

	g. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.
Competencies:

· Recognize that words aren’t always spelled the way they are pronounced

· There are exceptions to the spelling rules


	· Review major spelling rules

-“i before e except after c, or when sounded like a in neighbor and weigh.”

-When a one-syllable word ends in a consonant preceded by one vowel, double the final consonant before adding a suffix which begins with a vowel, e.g. begin-beginning, forget-forgettable

-When a word ends with a silent e, drop the e before adding a suffix which begins with a vowel, e.g. use-using-not useful, like-liking-not likeness

-When y is the last letter in a word and the y is preceded by a consonant, change the y to I before adding any suffix except those beginning with I, e.g. fry-fries, hurry-hurried, lady-ladies, happy-happiness                      

· Circle irregularly spelled words in a short sentence

· Use word search puzzles activities

· Read a list of grade appropriate irregularly spelled words, e.g. because, does, enough

	· Utilize fill in the blank activities to build vocabulary about a specific job 

· Read workplace-related short articles or stories 

· Introduce map reading/simple directions/floor plans

· Read simple want ads

· Read simple job duties, job descriptions or worksite rules

· Read simple memos

· Read simple graphs or charts    




	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF4:  read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (Fluency)



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications

	a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding

Competencies:

· Demonstrate an understanding of information read from a variety of grade-level materials.

· Reinforce the use of “who, what, where, when, why, and how” to aid in comprehensions


	· Determine the purpose for reading an assigned grade-level text

· Read and answer questions using the five “w” words and “how”
· Recall purpose using the Language Experience Approach


	· Read a variety of career information from O*NET.  Answer simple questions “who, what, where, when, why”
· Look at job applications and answer how do we apply?

· Read simple emails, memos and answer the five “w’s”

	b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

Competencies:

· Read aloud with correct fluency and expression

	· Incorporate choral reading into classroom activities

· Use patterns and beats to practice inflection and pronunciation

· Practice reading passages aloud.


	· Look at poets.org for work related themes in poetry
· Write and read choral reading related to a job interview

	c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

Competencies:

· Read and use context clues to gain understanding 

	· Use context clues when encountering an unknown word (e.g., pictures, graphs, rereading the sentence etc.)
· Add unfamiliar words to personal dictionary 

· Use a graphic organizer to classify information (KWL Chart- What I Know, What I Want to Know, What I Learned)

· Introduce Interactive Notebooks 

· Utilize fill in the blank activities to build vocabulary and check comprehension

· Utilize various strategies to check for comprehension, e.g., read ahead, check meaning of other words around it, look closely at surrounding words for hints and clues 
	· Read a variety of materials such as graphs and charts to see growth in sales to determine understanding
· Read simple cover letters and utilize contextual clues to determine understanding of what job they are inquiring about

· Read college courses in a career of your choice.  Using context clues with unknown words.  Determine what is required to gain the skills for completing the course.


Level (EFL):
High Intermediate ESL
CASAS: 211-220
Strand: 
Reading Foundations Skills

	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF2:  Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). – Phonological Awareness



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications


	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. (phonics and Word Recognition)



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:


	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications

	Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.

Competencies:

· Read unfamiliar multisyllabic words using decoding skills

· Use the context of a sentence to determine how to pronounce a word
	· Review rules of syllabication

· Apply rules to read lists of multi-syllable words, e.g. picnic, sister, yellow, umbrella, lumber, pupil, spider, table circle, uncle, table, different, determine, dislike, graceful 

· Use worksheets to determine pronunciation of words in context


	· Utilize vocabulary from a variety of top sector employment.  Example health care professions, manufacturing, technology, agriculture
· Utilize vocabulary words seen in applications, tax forms, school information


Level (EFL):
High Intermediate ESL

CASAS: 211-220
Strand: 
Reading Foundations Skills

	Reading Foundation Skills

CCR RF4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (Fluency)



	Benchmark(s)
On exit the student will be able to:
	Academic Applications 
	Pre Career/Employability Applications

	a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding 
Competencies:

· Extract purpose and understanding from a variety of texts.

	· Read to determine the author’s point of view
· Recognize the need to reread for better understanding


	· Read a simple manual from a job. Example-installing an air conditioner unit
· Read simple examples of memos to determine the point of view of the employer
· Read a variety of materials and practice fluency

	b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

Competencies:

· Read with expression, volume, tone of voice, and pace to provide comprehension
· Comprehension depends on fluent reading

· Use punctuation to signal intonation and inflection


	· Demonstrate appropriate reading rate and expression for a variety of grade-level prose and poetry
· Review common punctuation usage, e.g. period, common, question mark, exclamation point

· Use punctuation marks to match the interpretation of the passage
	· Read a variety of short stories or plays about a famous inventor or business person
· Review tone and voice when reading work memos 



	c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

Competencies:

· Context can confirm or change pronunciation of a word

· Rereading can improve understanding
	· Use context clues surrounding a difficult word to aid in understanding, e.g. synonyms and antonyms
· Recognize that words like “but” and “however” indicate contrast

· Use the overall intent of the text to aid in word meaning, e.g. science, history?

· Use fill-in the blank worksheets with words that complete the understanding of the sentence

· Look at punctuation for clues


	· Read documents such as health benefits using context clues and rereading to support comprehension
· Read information about careers in the top sector jobs.  Read to understand to be able to answer questions regarding qualifications
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